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Overview

The ABP is an AWA-led, industry-funded initiative to lead public engagement and provide technical
support to those working in the industry in the areas of biosolids management. The overarching
mission is to promote and support the sustainable management of biosolids in Australia and New
Zealand. Groundwork for the initiative was undertaken by WSAA and VicWater and AWA took
ownership of the program in 2007.

The following report addresses the key achievements of the 2007-08 year and outlines the priority

activities as outlined in the Business Plan.

Subscribers

Thirty three subscribers, representing utilities and regulators have made a three-year commitment
(2007 - 2010) to support ABP. They are:

Barwon Water
Coliban Water

Department of Human Services, VIC

Devonport City Council
East Gippsland Water
Gosford City Council
GWM Water

Ipswich Water
Maroochy Water

North East Water
Rodney District Council
South East Water
Sustainability Victoria
Vic EPA

Water Corporation
Western Water

Yarra Valley Water

Financial Overview

Central Highlands Water

Department of Environment & Conservation, WA
Department of Sustainability and Environment, VIC
DLA Philips Fox

Gippsland Water

Goulburn Valley Water

Hobart City Council

Lower Murray Water

Melbourne Water

Power and Water

SA Water

South Gippsland Water

Sydney Water

VicWater

Watercare

Westernport Water

The budget for ABP is over $526,000 for the three years, 2007-2010, which will support:
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Salary, travel and associated costs for the ABP Project Manager
Development and maintenance of the ABP website

Communications, community consultation, marketing and promotion
Review of the regulatory environment and consistency recommendations
Preparation and promotion of position statements

Where funds permit, projects as decided by the Advisory Board



Advisory Board

The Advisory Board Terms of Reference were developed in early 2008. The Board provides strategic
direction on the services provided by the ABP and advises on specific matters relating to biosolids
management. It provides the link between the ABP and stakeholders in the Australian water industry.

The inaugural Advisory Board was appointed in June 2008. It comprises nine members drawn from
water businesses, government departments, regulators, academia and biosolids practitioners. The
CEO of AWA is an ex officio member of the Board. Nominations for Board members were called
nationally by the AWA and selection was made on the basis of qualifications and experience, as well
as representation from around the country and the different fields (utilities, regulators, research etc).

The advisory board members are:
1 Mark Beaufoy — Partner, DLA Philips Fox, Melbourne
Philip Broad — Technical & Business Services Manager, Treatment Operations, Sydney Water
Paul Darvodelsky, PSD Ltd, NSW
Allen Gale —General Manager, Technical Services, Goulburn Valley Water
David Hill - Manager, Communications and Community, Melbourne Water
Stephen Lansdell - Project Officer, Water Industry Team, Water & Catchment Unit, EPA VIC
Michael Makestas - Principal Wastewater Process Engineer, SA Water

Mike McLaughlin - Chief Research Scientist, CSIRO Land and Water; Professor in School of
Earth and Environmental Sciences
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Nancy Penney — Biosolids Strategist, Water Corporation

Tom Mollenkopf — Chief Executive, Australian Water Association (ex offico member)

Allen Gale was appointed Chair of the Advisory Board.

The Board held its first meeting in Sydney on 23 July 2008. At this meeting the Board reviewed and
confirmed the objectives of the ABP and provided substantial advice on the Business Plan, with
particular reference to the needs of the Australian Water Industry.

Business Plan

The Business Plan has now been finalised and is attached for your information.

Project Manager

In April 2008, Andrew Speers was appointed at AWA’s Industry Programs Manager with
responsibility for the ABP. Andrew has more than 20 years varied experience in water and waste
management and was most recently Director of Membership Services and Programs for the
International Water Association. He will manage the implementation of ABP’s Business Plan.

Website

www.biosolids.com.au, is the key portal for the ABP and a central database on the management of
biosolids across Australia, New Zealand and internationally. The website became fully operational in
April 2008. Aligning with the ABP’s objectives of supporting public engagement and providing
technical support to the Australian water industry, the site is divided into two sections: a Public area
containing information about the ABP and Frequently Asked Questions related to biosolids; and a
Member’s section regularly updated with information on technical resources (legal register,
templates for community consultation, case studies and statistics), biosolid contacts and news.



http://www.biosolids.com.au/

Australasian Biosolids Partnership (ABP)
Goals for 2008-10

In line with the ABP’s Business Plan, the following activities will be implemented in 2008-10:

Subscribers

1 Invite practitioners (consultants, contractors etc) and research houses to join the partnership

Funds generation

91 Develop funds generating products, website advertising and technical tours, where feasible

Website
1 Continue to develop the website with:
o0 Environmental scanning process to capture news, legal items and case studies
Tools to facilitate engagement with the community, regulators and government

Accurate educational material
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0 Subscriber interaction, problem solving, on—_
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Further information on the ABP visit www.biosolids.com.au
Or contact Andrew Speers, Industry Program Manager on 02 9467 8426 aspeers@awa.asn.au




