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Outline for Today 

The Auckland Stormwater Bylaw 2015 

Auckland Council’s approach on SW Bylaw 

implementation 

Lessons learnt and our future plan 



Stormwater Bylaw 2015 



 

Regulatory Tools for Stormwater 

Management 



Different focuses and outcomes 

Why We Need the SW Bylaw 

RMA legislates how New Zealanders should manage our environment 



Different focuses and outcomes 

Why We Need the SW Bylaw 

LGA provides the general framework and power that local authorities operate 



Different focuses and outcomes 

Why We Need the SW Bylaw 

Building Act governs the building industry to ensure people’s safety. 



RMA S15(1)(a) 

No person may discharge any 

contaminant or water into water 

unless the discharge is expressly 

allowed by a national 

environmental standard or other 

regulations, a rule in a regional 

plan as well as a rule in a 

proposed regional plan for the 

same region (if there is one), or a 

resource consent. 

 

Example on Contaminant Discharge  

– RMA vs. SW Bylaw 

SW Bylaw 15(1) 

No person may discharge directly 

or indirectly a contaminant into the 

public stormwater network if the 

discharge is likely to cause 

nuisance or adversely affect the 

operation of the stormwater 

network unless the council 

approves or that person is 

expressly authorized by an 

operative resource consent. 



RMA  
 Considers effects on the “Environment 

(water)” 
 Definition of “Water” in the RMA does 

not include water in any pipe, tank, or 
cistern 

Example on Contaminant Discharge  

– RMA vs. SW Bylaw 

SW Bylaw 
 Focuses on the management of the 

“Public Stormwater network” 
 Stormwater network does have pipe, 

tank, or cistern  



AUP 
 No specific definition on 

the “Public stormwater 

network” and the “Private 

stormwater system” 

 Does not clarify 

responsibility on 

management and 

maintenance. 

Example on Stormwater Management 

AUP vs. SW Bylaw 

SW Bylaw 
 Has clear definition on 

both “Public stormwater 

network” and “Private 

stormwater system”  

 Clearly states private 

stormwater system 

owners’ responsibility  



Private Public 

Example on Stormwater Management 

AUP vs. SW Bylaw 



Standard operating policy and procedure 

Departments and units working together collaboratively 

Regular trainings to staff involved in SW Bylaw implementation 

Auckland Council’s Approach  



 

Engineering Plan approval, Building Consent Approval, New Connection 

Application Approval, Global Works Over Approval, Authority for Access to 

Public Network Approval…. 

 

All have standard process and guidance.  

Auckland Council’s Approach – 

Standard Approval Process  



Engineering Plan approvals: 

major approval  

Minor approval 
 

Auckland Council’s Approach - 

Standard Approval Process  



 

Building Consent Approvals 
 

Auckland Council’s Approach - 

Standard Approval Process   



 

New Application Approvals 

Auckland Council’s Approach - 

Standard Approval Process  



 

Global Works Over Approvals  

Auckland Council’s Approach - 

Standard Approval Process  



 

Auckland Council’s Approach -

Working Collaboratively 



 

Auckland Council’s Approach - 

Compliance 



Record System 
 

 

Lessons Learnt and Future Plan 



Stormwater Private Devices Database  
 

 

Lessons Learnt and Future Plan 



Education and Monitoring 
 

 

Lessons Learnt and Future Plan 



SW Bylaw is a useful regulatory tool 

The Bylaw implementation framework has been well set 

up in Auckland 

The SW Bylaw will play an important role on the public 

stormwater system management in future  

Conclusion 



 

Questions? 


