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Aim of this 
presentation  

• Background to water 

quality pressures 

• Benefits of stormwater 

interventions  

• Recommendations for 
focus  

 
 



The problem  



Sources 



Pressures 

• Growth 

• Legislation 

• Increased 
public scrutiny  
 



Complexity of water management  

AUCKLAND’S 

WATER 

NATURAL 

WATERBODIES 

DRINKING 

WATER 

GROUNDWA

TER  / 

AQUIFER 

POLICY – 

NATIONAL & 

REGIONAL 

COMMUNITY 

INITIATIVES 

     REGULATORY 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
INVESTMENT 

INFORMATION 
GATHERING & 
FORECASTING 

LOCAL 
ELECTED 

MEMBERS 

MAURI 

COMMUNITY 
INITIATIVES 

POLICY – 
NATIONAL & 
REGIONAL 

AUCKLAND’S 
WATER 

DRINKING 
WATER 

GROUNDWATER  
/ AQUIFER 

STORMWATER 

WASTEWATER 

ESTUARINE 
AND MARINE 

STREAMS 

AND 

RIVERS  

LAKES 



Understanding 
the issues 

• Which contaminants  

• Scale  

• Identifying sources  

 
 



Identifying 
solutions 

• Targeted 

• Strategic  

• Holistic 

• Catchment 

• Cost-effective  
 



Non-structural 
interventions  

 

• Policy 

• Education and advocacy 

• Behaviour change 

• Safeswim 
 
 



Industry pollution prevention 

programme 



Structural 
interventions  

 

• Flood prevention 

• Environmental protection 

• Investment  

• Green benefits 
 



 



Te Auaunga Awa 

Picture courtesy of Boffa Miskell 



Takanini  

Cascades 



New developments  



 
 
 
Effectiveness of 
structural 
interventions 
 
 
 

• Location 

• Design 

• Maintenance 

• In combination 
 



Innovation 



Riparian buffers  



Additional benefits 
of interventions 

• Health and social 

• Economic 

• Environmental resilience 

• Opportunity for New 
Zealand to become             
world leaders 
 
 



• Share learnings throughout industry 

• Include environmental value of schemes 

within business cases 

• Include monitoring within business cases 

• Whole catchment approach 

• Provide support for innovation 

• Utilise public interest in schemes to lead to 

behaviour change  

 

Recommendations 

Photo Credit: Luke Harvey 



Conclusions 
• Significant challenges to manage stormwater while 

producing healthy environments 

• Collaboration and sharing ideas is key  

• Opportunities to create legacy 

• New Zealand is under scrutiny for its green image 

• The stormwater industry can play a key role in ensuring a 

healthy water environment 

 



 

La Rosa Garden reserve, Auckland  picture courtesy National Geographic 



Thank you. 
Questions? Comments? 
 
Tom Porter 
Healthy Waters, Auckland Council 
tom.porter@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

 


