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Embracing Cultural Visions 



The Old



Existing and New







Pukekohe WWTP Consent Project

• WWTP services areas of 
Pukekohe, Pokeno and 
Tuakau

• Major growth projected 
over 35-years – 27,500 
population to 85,000

• State of the art 
Membrane Bioreactor 
treatment plant 
proposed



Legislation Changes

• Waikato-Tainui
Raupatu Claims 
(Waikato River) 
Settlement Act 2010

• Te Ture Whaimana o 
Te Awa o Waikato The 
Vision and Strategy for 
the Waikato River



“Our Vision is for a future where a 
healthy Waikato River sustains abundant 
life and prosperous communities who, in 
turn, are all responsible for restoring and 
protecting the health and wellbeing of 
the Waikato River, and all it embraces, 
for generations to come”. 



Regional Plan Changes

• Proposed Plan Change 1 (PPC1) 
to the Waikato Regional Plan

• Gives effect to the National 
Policy Statement for 
Freshwater Management and 
the Vision and Strategy for the 
Waikato River

• Includes short-term (10 year) 
and long-term (80 year) water 
quality targets

• Primary focus on ‘diffuse 
dischargers’ but ‘point sources’ 
also subject to strict provisions





“Te Taniwha o Waikato consider that the best option 
for the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River is 
to have no discharge at all. 

However, taking a pragmatic and practical view of 
the situation, Te Taniwha o Waikato are prepared to 
accept a discharge to the Waikato River where the 
quality of that discharge would not be detrimental 
to the objective of restoring the health and 
wellbeing of the Waikato River. 

Te Taniwha o Waikato recognise that the use of 
MBR and UV technologies will result in a discharge 
that is of a quality that will not further adversely 
affect the values and uses that Te Taniwha o 
Waikato hold for the Waikato River.

Therefore, Te Taniwha o Waikato support the 
preferred option described in Part C of this CIA, over 
the alternatives proposed”.



…the proposed discharge will improve water 
quality in the Parker Lane stream and its life 
supporting capacity compared to the status quo, 
under which a discharge is occurring. 
Importantly, we also find there will be improved 
water quality in the stream, and its life 
supporting capacity, as compared to an 
environment in which there was no WWTP 
discharge



Southwest Sub-Regional Wastewater Scheme

• Four existing WWTP’s 
servicing Kingseat, Kingseat
Hospital, Clarks Beach and 
Waiuku

• Significant growth projected 
and current consents expiring

• Manukau Harbour scheduled 
as ‘degraded waters’ in the 
Auckland Unitary Plan

• Iwi aspiration to remove 
treated wastewater 
discharges from the Harbour



Project Objectives

“The aim of the project is to work in partnership with the community and mana
whenua to identify the best practicable option to provide wastewater services for 
the Waiuku, Clarks Beach, Glenbrook Beach and Kingseat communities. In doing 
this we aim to:

• Keep our communities healthy;

• Protect our environment, particularly the water quality and ecology of the Manukau
Harbour;

• Provide a solution that caters for planned growth that keeps the overall costs of service 
to customers (collectively) at sustainable levels;

• Recognise the significance of the Manukau Harbour to Mana Whenua and, where 
possible, provide for local Mana Whenua’s cultural and spiritual objectives; and

• Retain flexibility for future, sustainable, longer-term solutions.”









Lessons Learnt

• Listen and incorporate different perspectives

• Let the iwi and kaitiaki “tell us”

• Consultation never ends

• Always aim to leave the environment better 
than when you found it

• Customise project visions and approaches
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Thank you – Feel free to reach out


