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Frash water is a key assed for Mew Zealand. In many respects the abundance of water
urilerping our prosperity as a nation and prosides for aur social and cultural well-being. But
this abundancs has sean us take i far granbed. There are places where waler is being used
beyond its environmental capacity and its quality is deterarating. Mew Zealand’s regulatary
setlings nesd improvement and we need o do monre on the ground o help improse Bnd
management practicss (o get better oubcomes.

LOGIN » This repart sels out the steps members af the Land and Water Forum as=sert are nesded 1o
. rmanage within limits and avaeid further degradation, manage sediment betier, and provide for
a nalional approach io how nitragen is allocated. 12 adds 1o our four full reparts and faur olher

pieces of advice that et cut an integrated package of changes o water managemeni, and
which provide cantext 1o this repart.
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A mativated effart at & national level is required 10 imprave water quality. | will require batier
coordination and deplyyment of resources, which wa belave shauld be delvared thraugh a
new Land and Water Cammission.

The oulstanding issue of iwi rights and inberests creates uncerdainties in the freshwater
managemant system. [ should be resalved bataean the Crown and iwi. Otheraise @ will
make achisving a long-term durable framework for the management af fresh water mones
difficult, casthy and Sime consuming.

Thers are number of national level actions which can quickly help prevent further
degradation. These ape:

»  Ensuring, and being satisfied, that at-risk catchments hase an afective plan-of-action
in place. Whena this hasa't happenad or plans are inadequate, the governiment
shauld acl, u=sing taols already avalable o

a  Imipraving the way the Resourss Management Act (RMA) and its Mational Policy
Statement for Frashwaler Management (NFS-FIM] is baing appied araund the
counlry - especially protecting wetlands and aulstanding freshwater badies; how and
when the requirement o maintain and imprave water quality applies; bow cedilicates
of complance are used and addressing siluations whers consants colectvely add up
1o lirmils Being excasdad.

2 = Changing the NPE-FM and its National Ohjsctives Framework (NOF] as
recaommended insarlier Forum reporis.
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Moving to restoration

w Scientific definition of freshwater quality
w Quantitative analysis of allocation limits

w Requirements on regional councils to develop robust regional plans



Stopping the decline

% Understanding at risk catchments
w Curbing high risk land use practices

Excessive N loss
Excessive sediment loss
Intensification

W Protecting waterways



Improving the system

% Ensuring regional FW planning processes are efficient
w Ensuring that regional FW management is consistent

w Aligning government policy



Fair Allocation

v Water and essential human needs come first

% Economic use subservient and must protect fresh water quality
¥ Many systems are over allocated and will require transition

w FIFS and grandfathering of historic rights is not supported

w Recognition of the importance of certainty for business

w Need for limited resources to move to best use
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