
To support Plumbing and Drainlaying work across NZ

Developing New Zealand's Building Code



Overview

• MBIE and Building Performance
• Building Act 2004 and Building Code
• Demarcation of responsibility
• Proposals for change



Building Code Updates

What we’re doing

Government & 
industry working 
together

Changing 
building law

Growing skills 
capability & capacity

Strengthening 
Building Code



Building Act 2004 

• IQPs and Specified Systems 
• All building work must comply with building code 
• Building owners responsibilities
• Building consents
• Requirement for compliance schedules 
• Annual building warrant of fitness



The Building Code



NZBC Clause G12 Water Supplies

A key objective of clause G12 is to safeguard people from illness caused by contaminated water.

Clause G12 requires that:
• A potable water supply system must be—

(a) protected from contamination; and
(b) installed in a manner that avoids the likelihood of contamination within the system and 
the water main; and
(c) installed using components that will not contaminate the water.



NZBC Clause G12 Water Supplies



Acceptable Solution G12/AS1

Acceptable Solution G12/AS1



Demarcations

Building water supply
Design, installation & ongoing testing regulated by:
- Building Act 2004
- Building Code Clause G12 Water Supplies
- G12 Acceptable Solutions & Verification Methods
- Building (Specified Systems...) Regulations 2005 
- Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act 2006 

Drinking water supply
Soon to be regulated by:
- Water Services Act 202x
- Drinking Water Supply Operational Compliance Rules



Demarcations



2022 NZBC Plumbing Update



AS/NZS 2845 Standards

AS/NZS 2845: Water supply – Backflow prevention devices

Part 1: 202x 2010 Materials, design and performance requirements 

Part 3: 2020 1993 Field testing and maintenance of testable devices



AS/NZS 3500:2021 Standards



AS/NZS 3500.1:2021 Water services
Section 1 Scope and general 
Section 2 Materials and products 
Section 3 Sizing of water services 
Section 4 Cross-connection control and backflow prevention 
Section 5 Installation of cold water services 
Section 6 Fire services 
Section 7 Irrigation and lawn watering systems 
Section 8 Water storage tanks 
Section 9 Non-drinking water services 
Section 10 Treated greywater services 
Section 11 Water for sanitary flushing 

Installation of water supply to specified fixtures 
Section 12 Pumps
Section 13 Water requirements for hemodialysis machines 
Section 14 Property water meters
Section 15 Installation of water supply systems from rainwater tanks 
Section 16 Multi-unit developments 
Section 17 Testing and commissioning 

AS/NZS 3500.1:2021 
Appendices

A  Equivalent pipe sizes 
B  Demonstrating products and materials are fit for purpose 

Acceptable pipes and fittings 
C  Sizing method for supply piping for dwellings 
D  Sizing of piping for dwellings 
E  Examples of potential cross-connections 

Types of backflow protection 
F  Storage tanks-Inflow and overflow 
G  Cleaning and disinfection of storage tanks 
H  Disinfection of water services 



AS/NZS 3500.1:2021 



AS/NZS 3500.1 – G12/AS1

AS/NZS 3500.1:2021 G12/AS1



AS/NZS 3500.1 – G12/AS1

AS/NZS 3500.1:2021 G12/AS1



G12/AS1 s3 Cross Connection Hazards

Draft for discussion purposes only



G12/AS1 s3 Protection of Potable Water

Draft for discussion purposes only



G12/AS1 s3 Containment Protection

Draft for discussion purposes only



G12/AS1 s3 Protection of Potable Water

Draft for discussion purposes only



Stay informed and have your say

https://www.building.govt.nz/subscribe

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.building.govt.nz%2Fsubscribe&data=04%7C01%7Cbsellers%40masterplumbers.org.nz%7C630f27cc8c644a20cdab08d920bd4251%7C375fb9ec1965456e846c82cecd78db4e%7C1%7C0%7C637576819518436887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UYNUPhhWh6F1ToMWfI8H%2F3o1TUYMqLaMFS6SejroRro%3D&reserved=0

