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The site is sitting on top of a 
potential secondary flow path. We 
recommend that the development 

is made on piles with care 
taken to avoid 
obstruction of flow with 
cladding.

Building on piles assumption can only hold 
true if there is enforcement mechanism to 
ensure no cladding or storage under the 
house.
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Is 0.2 m/s rule of thumb realistic?
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Is 0.2 m/s rule of thumb realistic?

No it is not realistic and we must not apply it!



Your amazing title goes here!

2023

Building Code Requirements

E1.3.1
Except as otherwise required under the Resource Management Act 1991 for the 
protection of other property, surface water, resulting from an event having a 10% 
probability of occurring annually and which is collected or concentrated 
by buildings or sitework, shall be disposed of in a way that avoids the likelihood 
of damage or nuisance to other property.
E1.3.2
Surface water, resulting from an event having a 2% probability of occurring 
annually, shall not enter buildings.

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/1992/0150/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM230264
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RMA Requirements
According to RMA, territorial authorities are to implement 
and administer district plans to: 

• ensure that there is sufficient development capacity in 
respect of housing and business land to meet the 
expected demands;

• control of any actual or potential effects of the use and 
development of land for purposes of avoidance or 
mitigation of natural hazards and prevention or 
mitigation of any adverse effects of the development, or 
subdivision.
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So what did PCC adopt?
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Maybe adopt PCC philosophy? 



Your amazing title goes here!

2023

Conclusions

• Not all rules are sacred !

• Made assumptions are not always realistic !

• Adopted philosophy must occasionally, be put to a 
challenge 
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Questions? Patai?
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