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2022 Building code update consultation
1. Plumbing and drainage

2. Structural stability of hollow-core floors

3. Protection from fire for residential homes

4. Fire safety systems
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Plumbing and drainage proposals

1. Lead in plumbing products

2. Water temperatures

3. Protection of potable water

4. AS/NZS 3500 Plumbing and drainage standards series

5. Water system supply components

6. Plumbing and drainage system material standards

7. Resolving conflicts and editorial changes



Building code update publication - November 2023 



Transition period – key dates

Old document

New document

November 2024 
End of transition 

period

November 2023 
Publication date

Transition period - both documents can be used

2024



Lead in plumbing products – what is the change?

• Copper alloy plumbing products that are 
intended for use in contact with potable water 
for human consumption must have a weighted 
average lead content of no more than 0.25%.

• Includes products such as copper alloy fittings, 
valves, taps, mixers, water heaters, water 
dispensers (boiling and chilling units) and water 
meters intended for contact with potable water 
for human consumption. 



Identifying compliance

• Building product information requirements

• Australia - Lead free WaterMark

• United States 

• Canadian plumbing certification marks



Protection of potable water from backflow updates

Key areas:

1. Providing additional cross-connection hazard rating examples

2. Introducing containment backflow protection provisions

3. Updating backflow prevention device installation requirements

4. Amending provisions for hose taps and hose connection vacuum breakers

5. Referencing AS/NZS 3500.1 backflow prevention provisions in the new G12/AS3

6. Other supporting protection of potable water changes.

Acceptable Solution G12/AS1



Protection of potable water – industry feedback 

• 36 submissions on the protection of 
potable water proposals. 

• 82% of submissions supported the 
change and four more submissions did 
not indicate a preference.

• Only two submissions did not support 
the proposal.



Additional cross-connection hazard rating examples
High Hazard
• Bidets and douche seats 
• Handheld bidet hoses and WC trigger sprays 
• Connections for portable and mobile tankers
• Healthcare waste disposal equipment
• Hose taps associated with ‘soil waste dump points’ 

Medium Hazard 
• Treated grey water 
• Air handling unit humidifiers without chemicals 
• Swimming pools, spas and fountains to exclude those filled by a hose tap in conjunction with household units. 
• Note for carbonated drink dispensers

Low Hazard 

• Drinking fountains and bottle fillers 
• Hose taps, other than those associated with medium or high hazard situations



Containment backflow protection provisions



Backflow prevention device installation requirements

Provisions for the installation of backflow prevention devices will clarify that devices must be:

• attached only after the pipework has been flushed,

• fitted with connections which allow for the easy removal and replacement of the device, 
• adequately supported, 
• installed with isolation valves in order allow independently qualified persons to test these devices 

annually, and
• installed with adequate drainage provisions where installed within a building (RPZDs).

Commentary will also be provided around what constitutes an accessible position for backflow prevention 
devices to be installed. 



Hose taps and hose connection vacuum breakers

Hose connection vacuum breaker

Hose connection 
vacuum breaker

Hose 
tap



Citing AS/NZS 3500.1 backflow prevention provisions



Other supporting protection of potable water changes



Plumbing and drainage material standards
› Cross-linked polyethylene (PE-X) pipe and fittings 
› Copper pipe and fittings 
› Polybutylene pipe and fittings
› Polypropylene pipe and fittings
› Buried flexible pipes 
› Polyethylene pipe and fittings
› PVC pipes and fittings
› Stainless steel pipe and fittings
› Vitrified clay pipes
› Ductile iron pipe and fittings
› Copper sheet
› Aluminium pipes 
› Stainless steel
› Zinc aluminium sheet

40+ new or amended material standards

being referenced

For the full list of changes refer to the

plumbing and drainage - outcome of consultation

document on MBIEs building performance website

https://www.building.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/building-code-compliance/building-code-updates/plumbing-and-drainage-outcome-of-consultation-building-code-update.pdf


Compliance Schedule Handbook Review



Compliance Schedule Exemplar



New building product information requirements
 The new regulations commence on 11 December 2023

Manufacturers and importers. Wholesalers, retailers, and distributors. 

Link - Building product information requirements

https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-certification-schemes/building-product-information-requirements/


https://www.building.govt.nz/subscribe

Sign up to get updates at   www.building.govt.nz/subscribe

https://www.building.govt.nz/subscribe
https://www.building.govt.nz/subscribe


Questions?

Thank you.
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