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• Boffa Miskell
• Warren and Mahoney
• Populous
• Woods Bagot
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Blueprint Anchor Projects:
The Frame
Convention Centre Precinct
Metro Sports Facility
Bus Interchange
Papa o Ōtākaro/Avon River Precinct
The Square
Earthquake Memorial
Te Puna Ahurea Cultural Centre
Performing Arts Precinct
Justice and Emergency Services Precinct
Health Precinct
Residential Demonstration
Central Library
Innovation Precinct
Retail Precinct
Stadium
Hagley Cricket Oval



Challenges

4.0 Design Challenges & Principles Te Hoahoa

4.1 Challenges

Five major issues have been identified from the examination of the context:

1. Oversupply of previously built on land for known re development needs 2. Getting enough city built in time to make a ‘place’ again 

3. Flat topography and unending long easterly streets makes centre more empty and 
undefined 

4. East is where it is most broken and there is the least amenity 

5. Success will require multiple landowners to contribute positively to the whole 6. Concentrate projects to generate a critical mass 
• Compression to make best use of development – down and in - not up and out
• Get some parts completed and functioning commercially and socially

There are multiple landowners 

involved in the central area 

and comprehensive planned 

development will be difficult to 

achieve.

The growth of the city over time 

means that it now has a complex 

ownership pattern with thousands 

of different owners. The best 

outcomes from rebuilding come 

with coordinated design.  This 

enables parking, open space, 

light or structural design for 

example to be considered block-

by-block rather than site-by-

site with better economic and 

environmental design results. 

How can coordinated design and 

implementation be encouraged 

to occur?
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The Blueprint and its constituent Anchor 
Projects seek to address five key challenges. 
These challenges have been identified from 
the examination of the context in the previous 
section. 

The design principles that follow have been specifically 
developed to address the challenges. The Blueprint has 
evolved by following the principles and the process of the 
application of the Anchor Project site selection criteria.

1 4 52 3

The extent of the central area 

is significantly larger than the 

quantum of development that 

could reasonably be expected 

to refill it.

The commercial area was 

already underutilised before the 

earthquakes. The anticipated 

demand for new commercial 

space, even with the addition 

of Anchor Projects, means 

that there will be considerably 

more land than needed 

for commercial uses in the 

foreseeable future. How can 

the city deal with this surplus 

of space?

Too Much 
Space

Extent Of 
Damage

East Is More 
Affected

Time To  
Fix

Multiple 
Owners

The damage is such that there 

are extensive areas where there 

is little or no existing fabric from 

which to reinstate a core. 

The damage is not confined to 

just one place and in many blocks 

most of the buildings have gone, 

or will go. The sense of being 

complete again will not come from 

just filling in a few gaps, whole 

areas will need to be rebuilt. How 

can rebuilding address the risk of 

pepper-potting of development 

with no critical mass? 

The loss of city fabric to the east 

is affected more than in the west. 

There are large areas of vacant 

land and the sense of emptiness 

is exacerbated by the unending 

east-facing streets.

The east side of the city generally 

has been more affected. The 

street pattern of west to 

east running streets in the 

flat landscape increases the 

impression of emptiness. Individual 

redevelopments here will be 

isolated.  How can the east area 

gain spatial definition?

Unless there is intervention, it 

will be a significant period of time 

before the city feels repaired and 

people want to come back.

The city should be a social place 

that is vibrant and comfortable. 

This will attract people and 

investment to return.  The extent 

of the damage to the central 

area means that it will be a long 

time before the whole area feels 

repaired again and construction 

effects are at comfortable levels. 

How can the city central area be 

made to feel like a great place to 

be again so people come back? 
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Te Papa o Ōtākaro
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The North East and South Frame



Christchurch rebuild challenges:

• SCRIT: Like for like replacement. 
Identification of enhancement / improvement opportunities 
and who pays?

• Projects in isolation, getting on with the job

• Residential red zone land: habitat resoration, recreation, 
open space, urban agriculture



Pegasus New Town Masterplan







































Understanding water at  a l l  scales is 
important to LAs.

Water needs to inform a landscape 
archi tects th inking.

We need to work wi th others to real ise good  
water solut ions.

Landscape archi tects,  because we are 
general ists,  are of ten good at  leading  
water projects.

There’s lots of  opportuni ty to push water 
solut ions and the col laborat ion between the 
scient ists,  engineers and designers fur ther. 
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