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Walkerton, Canada 

Population 5,000 

2000: dangerous E.coli 

2500 sick, 7 deaths

Alamosa, USA 
Population 8,900 

2008: salmonellosis 
1,300 sick, 1 death

Washington Country Fair, USA 
Population 100,000 

1999: E.coli and campylobacter 
2500-5000 sick, 2 deaths

Saitama, Japan 
A kindergarten in Saitama 

1990: dangerous E.coli 
186 sick, 2 deathsKlarep, Denmark 

Population: 4,000 
1996: campylobacter  

2,400 sick

Havelock North, New Zealand 

Population 15,000 

2016: campylobacter 

5000 sick, 3 deaths

All these outbreaks have been caused 
by untreated or inadequately treated 

groundwater. 
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Why do we 
need to 

treat 
groundwater 

to make 
it safe 

to drink?



Pathogens come from what scientists 
call "faecal contamination"

Even in very deep aquifers, old bores  
(and cracks from earthquakes) can let surface 

water into the groundwater

So the more people and animals in our 
environment, the more chances of 
pathogens getting into the water! 

The ones that can make you sick are 
called "pathogens"

Or after treatment, birds 
and vermin can 
contaminate it. 

Even close to your house, 
dirty water can enter pipes 
from cross-connections or 

return-flow from other 
properties.

There can be millions of microbes in a 
single drop of clear water...
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